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At the Wadden Sea Board (WSB) meeting 30 held on 21 November 2019 in Wilhelmshaven, Germany, the Board instructed TG-M to come forward with a proposal how to handle the issue of sustainable fisheries.
More than 100 environmental organisations, led by BirdLife Europe, ClientEarth, Oceana, Seas At Risk, Surfrider Foundation Europe and WWF have launched the “Blue Manifesto”. The rescue plan lays out concrete actions which must be delivered by set dates in order to turn the tide on the ever-degraded and polluted ocean and coastlines. 
This document contains a call for change as well as a link to the manifest, which may be used as background document for discussion of a working approach on sustainable fisheries. This document also contains an excerpt of fisheries related items of the manifesto and the vision for healthy seas in 2030.

[bookmark: _Hlk34225624]Proposal:	The group is invited to note the information. 


Blue Manifesto - The roadmap to healthy ocean in 2030
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By BirdLife Europe and Central Asia
More than 100 environmental organisations, led by BirdLife Europe, ClientEarth, Oceana, Seas At Risk, Surfrider Foundation Europe and WWF have launched the “Blue Manifesto”. The rescue plan lays out concrete actions which must be delivered by set dates in order to turn the tide on the ever-degraded and polluted ocean and coastlines. To be successful, change is needed on both land and sea. Together, we call for:  
•	At least 30% of the ocean to be highly or fully protected by 2030
•	A shift to low-impact fishing
•	Securing a pollution-free ocean
•	Planning of human activities that support the restoration of thriving marine ecosystems
 
Bruna Campos, Senior Marine Policy Officer, BirdLife Europe & Central Asia said: “Saving the oceans means saving both marine species and their habitats. It is about actively restoring our seabeds and halting ongoing destructive fishing. It is incomprehensible how fishing vessels are still allowed to bycatch dolphins, seabirds and sea turtles. We need a transformative change to save our oceans in the next ten years. Nature at sea is in crisis because we lack commitment to change the status quo, and we can no longer afford it. ”
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Excerpt of Blue Manifesto – fisheries related items
[..] European countries are legally-bound to put a number of measures in place to achieve clean and healthy seas. They failed to do so before 2020. The following, therefore, still needs to be done as a matter of urgency to address the gap in delivering on commitments: […]
EU countries end overfishing of all harvested stocks under the Common Fisheries Policy. […]
EU countries take measures to end illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in their waters, by their fleet or by their citizens, under the IUU Regulation, and to fully implement the Deep-Sea Regulation. […]
2020 […]
· EU adopts a Biodiversity Strategy 2030 that protects sensitive marine species and habitats and fish stock recovery areas, eliminates destructive fishing and includes legally binding ocean restoration targets. […]
· EU adopts a Farm to Fork strategy that fully takes into account the ecological and climate impacts of fisheries and aquaculture and addresses responsible consumption and sustainably sourced and traceable seafood. […]
· EU allocates at least 21 billion EUR of the Multiannual Financial Framework for 2021-2027 to protect nature, with at least 50% of the European Maritime Fisheries Fund to restore the marine environment, collect data and control fisheries, and revises the State Aid guidelines for fisheries and aquaculture to prohibit granting of harmful subsidies […]
2021 […]
· EU countries implement effective fisheries management measures to eliminate bycatch of sensitive species. […]
· EU countries adopt ecosystem-based Maritime Spatial Plans which include at least 30% of highly or fully protected MPAs and areas for human activities allocated based on ecosystem sensitivity. […]
2022 […]
· EU establishes trawl-free zones along the whole EU coast to protect the most productive part of our seas and protects all EU Marine Protected Areas from the negative impacts of destructive fishing gears […]
· EU countries set up binding schemes for Extended Producer Responsibility for single-use plastics and fishing gear to maximise eco-design and prevention. […]
· 2023
· Based on the evaluation of the Common Fisheries Policy, EU adopts an Action Plan to ensure its effective implementation resulting in a full transition to low impact EU fisheries
2024, 2025  […]
· EU pushes for the adoption of measures to restrict flags of convenience to close the net on pirate fishers and improve international ocean governance. […]
2027 […]
· EU adopts regulations that ensures that all aquaculture production in EU seas is non-polluting and does not rely on marine-derived feed ingredients  […]
2028, 2029 […]
· EU dedicates all of the new European Maritime and Fisheries Fund to activities aimed at restoring and managing the marine environment, collecting data and controlling fisheries. […]
2030  […]
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By 2030, at least 30% of the ocean
‘will be highly or fully protected.

We need vunerable marine and coastal areas o e
Kepr pristine and wid: tey will act 3s Sae navens

for animals ana plants to nave a break from namul
nUan actvities and where coastal communities

an enjoy 3 preserved nature. Tese areas must be
estricted to most numan actvites. They must form an
cologically conerent and Contnuous network to aiow
Species 0 travel rom One 10 the otner and nave
ong-{erm EUdgets, montoring and management pians.

By 2030, we will have a clean,
pollution-free ocean.

For 100 fong, we nave assumed that we can treat
the ocean a5 a gant trash bin Without repercussions.
Piastcs, agricuitural and chemical pollution are
Gestroying frestwater and marine ecosysters, The
Waters we eat from, swim n, and enjoy In 5o many
Ways MUst be protected from the IMpacts of our
polluting actvIties on 1and and at sea. Polution must
e SIopped at source by Changing the way We produce
and consume. EUropean policles must ensure that
COMpanIes 2nd communities S10p leasIng PIastics
and Micropiasics nto the sea. We must put an end o
e flow of organic pOIIaNTS, excess nurients and
NAZAG0LS SUBStaNce 10 agrIcultre, aquacuiure
and InGUSTrTal and NouseNoId Wasewaters that reacn
the sea Snipping actvities wil also nave to arastcally
FegUce thelr eMmiSsIons of greennouse gas, nolse and
‘Waste, Utimately becoming zers-emission.

By 2030, we will have shifted o low
Impact fishing.

We nave o put an end to th KIIng of Seabiras,
‘GOIpNINs, Whales, urtes and other Untargetea animas,
3 Well a5 the wreckage of Nabitas; SNITIng from fus-
Intensve, non-selectve and CestTuCtve fisning, uch

a5 Dottorm rawlng to low Impac fishing Pollicans,
policy makers and Industry Will Nave o WorK togetner
and abandon the narrow View Of lsh as tocks we can
(Over-explolt ang Instzad consiger them as Vita parts of
Complex ecSsystems, crucial for ocean resilence. Fisn
popUIaTIons need to be restored to 3 level where they
B reproguce ey WIth 3 SIS We Gan harvest.
0.0 15, we must sten fo Sclentifc aovice and sop
‘sning faster than fish can reproduce. The ELTopean
Unlon must tep up a5 3 gopal leacer to ensure legal
Unreguiated and Unveported Fishing 15 eracicated In

EU waters and giobaly.

In the whole ocean, the planning of human
activities will support the restoration of
thriving marine ecosystems.

“Teir cumuitive Impacts wil not 30 to the.

pressure from climate change on the ocean We w i
ransition to an economy, on fand and at sea, that
allows a harmonious co-existence of humans and the
ervironment we depend on. Certln activites, such

a5 Geep-sea mining and ol and gas extracton, are as
Incompatie with our clmate as they are to marine.
Iife and wil need to be stopped altogetner. Otner low-
ImpsCt act s il emain a5 Part of an ecosystem-
D3seq blue economy: a sUstainabie Dlue econormy that
espects and adapts o the eosystem I takes piace n.

This vision for 2030 is not just wishful
thinking. It is a pragmatic, well-researched plan
0 guide the work of EUrope In the next decage. 1t
auresses the need o restore marine e by pUtling

n end o overexploItation, destTuctve practices and
pollution Europe nas a chance to act 35 3 gobal leader
0 Inspire change Worigwide Tis Wil equire systemic
change, not only under the sea, but on 1and as el
2030 i Just ten years away. The coming decade Wil be
Geclslve. Witn suIcient poitcal commitment, we can
dellver that change.
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