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The document gives a short overview about the recent developments in the Yellow Sea (World Heritage nomination process in China and Korea) and potential cooperation with the Yellow Sea countries (PR China, DPRK North Korea, ROK South Korea).
As instructed by WSB 29, CWSS will prepare a paper for WSB 30 further detailing the importance and resources needed of a further engagement of the TWSC in the Yellow Sea in addition to the already existing cooperation framework of the MoU Korea-Wadden Sea.
Proposal

To note the information

World Heritage and Yellow Sea
The Yellow Sea and Bohai Sea with its large tidal flat ecosystems is a mirror of the Wadden Sea with similar features and functions, most prominently its global importance for East-Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF). It faces also similar challenges as the Wadden Sea when it comes to impacts from climate change and human development such as shipping, fisheries, tourism and coastal development.

Exchange with the Yellow Sea countries already exists over many years covering exchange of experiences in tidal flat management, monitoring, research and environmental education (e.g. EAAF-Partnership, scientific research on migratory birds, 

With the aim to enhance this exchange, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between TWSC and the Korean Ministry of Ocean and Fisheries (MOF) in 2009. Since then, almost 240 experts have participated in the exchange which has involved in total over 2,100 persons at both sites (http://www.waddensea-secretariat.org/about-us/international-partnerships/cooperation-with-the-republic-of-korea).

Since 2014, Wadden Sea experts have also provided input to the work of the World Heritage Promotion Team of the Korean Tidal Flats in preparing a dossier for the nomination of the “Getbol - Korean Tidal Flat” which was finally submitted in January 2019 under the criteria viii, ix and x. The field mission by IUCN is scheduled for October 2019, so that the WH Committee can take a decision on the nomination at its 44th meeting in 2020.

In parallel, China started with the preparation of World Heritage nomination of a number of coastal sites in the Yellow and Bohai Sea in 2017 with a total size of 730,000 ha (http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6189/) and submitted a nomination dossier in 2018 for two of these sites (188,000 ha) with a suggestion of a second nomination phase of further 14 sites. The two sites were inscribed under criteria (x) by the World Heritage Committee in July 2019 with the request to prepare the nomination of further sites by 2022 (http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1606). The WHC also requested China working with other States Parties in the Flyway in relation to the potential for future transboundary serial nominations, and/or extensions that more fully reflect the habitat needs and patterns of use of migratory birds across the wider Yellow Sea region.

The IUCN is promoting the cooperation between China, North Korea and South Korea to implement the IUCN World Conservation Congress Resolution 26 considering improved transboundary cooperation across the Yellow Sea including a future trilateral World Heritage nomination of the intertidal zone of the Yellow Sea. (https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2016_RES_026_EN.pdf). A Yellow Sea Trilateral Working Group has now been established by and under the chairmanship of the IUCN with representatives from the governments of the three states (PRC, DPRK, RoK) and representatives of NGOs such as the EAAFP. The former CWSS secretary is adviser to the group. It has met two times since it inauguration in December 2017. 

Furthermore, international conferences were held in Yancheng (China) in 2016 and 2017 on the initiative of the regional government which initiated the nomination of the first phase of the above World Heritage inscription. The aim was to further the nomination internally in China, to obtain international support for the nomination and position China as the leading actor on this issue in the Yellow Sea context. CWSS was also invited to share the Wadden Sea knowledge and experiences in transnational collaboration but did not participate. An invitation to this year’s conference (28-30 September 2019) was received too late (on 2 September).

Finally, it should be noted that in the framework of the MoU with Korea, CWSS was approached by an official letter from Korean Ministry (KOEM/MOF) to support a study visit of a mixed delegation (about 20) from North- and South-Korea to the Wadden Sea in spring 2020 (dates not yet confirmed). Further details have been provided by the Korean organizers (KOEM, EcoHorizon) at a meeting on 1 July 2019 regarding objectives and indicative time schedule (10 days, including 2-day workshop at CWSS), and finances (all costs are covered by Korean organizations). 
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